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Water Resources Needed for Rea Valley Fire Protection District

Your community’s fire fighting preparedness can lead to lower or higher home insurance 
rates. ISO, an organization that tracks property and casualty insurance risk, evaluates 
and rates a community’s ability to handle fires.  

Many insurers factor that information into the formulas they use to come up with your 
home insurance premium. The thinking behind using ISO ratings is this: The better 
equipped a community is to fight fires, the less likely it is that homes and businesses in 
your area will sustain major fire damage. 

Under the ISO program communities can score between 1 and 10, with Class 1 being 
the most exemplary and Class 10 being the least.ISO evaluates three areas: 

• 50 percent of the score looks at your local fire department, including staffing, training, 
geographic distribution of firehouses and adequacy of the fire equipment. 

• 40 percent of the score takes into account the community’s water supply, including the 
placement and condition of fire hydrants and the amount of water that's available to put 
out fires. 

• 10 percent of the score measures the efficiency of emergency communications, such 
as the 911 system and the number of emergency dispatchers. 

Some insurance companies don’t use the ISO ratings in their calculations of premiums, 
while others use the ratings along with a number of other factors.  When insurers do use 
ISO ratings and a rating improvement occurs, changes to premiums typically are 
calculated when policies come up for renewal.  

As you can see water supply is 40 percent of the ISO evaluation. We have made 
tremendous improvements with staffing, training, adequacy of fire equipmnet and 
emergency communications. We need your help to improve our water resources in Rea 
Valley. 

If your land has access to any available water in the form of springs, creeks, ponds, or if 
you would be willing for the fire department to locate water storage tanks or ponds on 
your property, Please contact the Rea Valley Fire Protection District at 

mail@reavalleyfpd.org 
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