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Rea Valley Fire Protection District acquires portable fire hydrant

In order to mount an effective firefighting effort, three major components need to be brought to 
bare: well trained firefighting personnel, adequate fire suppression equipment and an adquate 
supply of water. Water remains the primary element for fire suppression. Approximately 250 
gallons of water per minute must be available for effective fire suppression. 

 While most municipal fire departments have an ample supply of water through their city water 
system of fire hydrants, rural departments have a unique problem in that the vast majority do not 
have any available fire hydrant with water distribution. Rea Valley is not any different. While we 
have several rivers and creeks in our district, the problem is how to transfer the water from 
these sources to the scene of the fire. The only practical method is to use tanker trucks which 
transfer water from the source to the fire engine or pumper truck which delivers water directly to 
the source of the fire. Rea Valley currently has three tanker trucks for this purpose. The 
remaining issue is how to pump the water from the source into the tankers.

Thanks to the efforts Cheif Ken Kenny and a grant from the Omaha Family Trust for $10,000, 
we have purchased a portable fire hydrant pump. The pump has been mounted on a tandem 
trailer and can be pulled by any of our emergency response vehicle. One positioned next to a 
static water source a siphon hose is placed in the water source and the diesel engine which 
powers the pump is engaged. The pump has a main intake line of 12 inches in diamter and can 
transfer 1,800 gallons per minute. This means that our largest tanker that holds 2,000 gallons 
can be filled in less than two minutes.

We are in desperate need of additional static water sources. They can be access to a creek, 
pond of stock tank that contains at least 10,000 gallos of water. Please contact the Rea Valley 
Fire Protection District if you can help. Thank you,

mail@reavalleyfpd.org 
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